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BHARTI (Pankaj Kumar)

Richard Rorty’s Critique of Epistemological Foundationalism.
Supervisor: Prof. P. Kesava Kumar

Th 27664

Abstract

Rorty, at the outset seeks to discusses the idea of epistemological foundationalism
as his major problem. Epistemological foundationalism became more explicit during
the seventeenth century by the advent of the Cartesian dualism propounded by
Descartes. Descartes proposes to argues the mind as the special tribunal which
overrides all area of enquiry. He also argues that mind is the mirror of nature that
represents the world as it is. In order to achieve the accuracy of representation he
espoused to develop the theory of representation. Therefore, the Theory of
representation to be possible, he proposes a proper understanding of the mind, that
seeks to explores the processes and the way in which mind functions. This
epistemological tradition is being followed later by Locke and Kant in their polemical
treatise, whereas, former seeks to propose mind as a inner theatre and therefore the
inner representation of the outer world is accurate. Later, seeks to propose
philosophy should be rigorous and scientific. It was during the later 19th and early
20th century when the linguistic turn becomes the important event in the form of
analytic philosophy, that tries to make language as replete with structure that needs
a discovery. Once we discover the underlying semantics and syntactic of the
language, one can think of putting all the philosophy to an end. Some of the main
proponents of the traditions were Russell, Early Wittgenstein and Frege. They seek
to make language and logical necessity as the foundational schemes. Rorty, rather
chooses to postulate that philosophy should be therapeutic, than constructive and it
should be edifying, than systematic. By acknowledging the linguistic deconstruction
by Early Wittgenstein, Dewey’s pragmatism as a method and Early Heidegger’s
discovery into contingency and effability of language seeks to renounce the idea of
epistemological foundationalism that align with the Rorty conception.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Philosophy as Epistemology 3. Truth and Language 4. Rorty’s
Rejection of Foundational Methodology 5. Edifying Philosophy and Social Hope.
Conclusion and Bibliography.

GEEVER (Alphy)

The Cognitive Impenetrability of Perception.
Supervisor: Prof. R M Singh

Th 27665
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Abstract

This thesis argues that within a realist ontology, perception facilitates unmediated
access to the external world. The word ‘unmediated’ has been used here to signify
that perceptual access to the world is executed through independent processes of
lower-level perceptual systems, which are not in any way influenced by what the
organism knows, expects, believes, or desires. The scope of discussions in this thesis
is restricted to visual perception. However, arguments with comparable conclusions
have been brought forth in the case of auditory and tactile perception as well. The
thesis directly opposes the theory of cognitive penetration of perception, wherein it
has been argued that perception carries rich representations which are indicative of
direct high-level influence on perceptual processes. The main body of the thesis
comprises of three chapters, each addressing a specific aspect related to the
cognitive impenetrability of perception: Ch-1 The Role of Attention in Visual
Processing Ch-2 Object Individuation, Object-files, and the Causal Theory of
Perception Ch-3 Nonconceptual Contents of Perception.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. The Role of Attention in Visual Processing 3. Object Individuation,
Object Files, and the Causal Theory of Perception 4. Nonconceptual Contents of
Perception 5. Conclusion and Bibliography.

GHOSH (Monidipa)
Saiva-Sangita-Dars§ana.
Supervisor: Prof. Gautam Kalotra
Th 27666

Abstract

The genesis and principles of music in Vedic or Nigamic traditions is fairly celebrated
by Philosophers and Musicologists alike but the Agamic lineage of Indian Classical
music is by and large overlooked. Agamic traditions include unique and diverse
concepts such as Yoga, asceticism, rituals, varied methodologies of self-realization,
and Indian arts. Consequently, they can be declared as a treasury of metaphysics
along with artistry. It affirms the immediate world so that it could be understood and
celebrated; further leading towards the Ultimate Reality. Therefore, this philosophy
becomes quite important and worthwhile for the study of Sangita Dar$sana, which
follows the same ideology. Moreover, it is known that art is a subject that also
requires and so unquestionably affirms the immediate world, as it requires for the
rasika to identify themselves with the presenter of the art to enjoy the aesthetic
delight and the zest of rasa present in the art form. However, in the Indian artforms,
another important goal is said to be realizing the Ultimate. Thereby the thesis finds
it a best fit for such inquiry. Sastriya Sangita is an art form deeply intertwined with
Agamic philosophy but to my amazement, it has not been explored much. Hence the
subject matter is not readily available in the public domain. In the light of this
background, the thesis intends to investigate the Agamic origins and concepts of
Hindustani Sastriya Sangita. Therefore, the substance of this thesis would be the
representation of music predominantly in Saiva-Agamas, particularly from the Trika
lineage, and some concepts of Tantra philosophies are also used in the process. The
study is primarily focused on the genesis and ontology of music rather than its
aesthetic theories. Therefore, Sangita that is found in Trika Agama-s or those
methodologies of music that use these texts as their inspiration or reference point to
formulate the foundations of their theory are discussed herein. Introductorily, the
thesis brings forth various theories of the manifestation of sound. Further, the thesis
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delves into the Sangita DarSana, its characteristics and aesthetics of music, hence,
paving a way to discuss what is meant by Saivite music and its foundational
principles. Following that a brief history of Saiva Sangita is put forth. The
methodologies proposed by Mammata, Abhinavagupta, Umapati, and such writers
are discussed. Finally, musicologists such as Matanga and Sarngadeva and their use
of philosophy proper in their music theories are investigated. In doing so the thesis
traces the path of evolution of philosophical concepts of Indian Classical music,
particularly Hindustani Sastriya Sangita. Thus, investigating into the Philosophy of
Music (Sangita Dar§ana) from a viewpoint of Saivite philosophy.

Contents

1. Prologue 2. On the Manifestation of Sound 3. The Foundations of Sangita Darsana
and Saiva Sangita 4. Saiva Sangita and its Methodologies 5. Sangita Vimarsa
Through Saiva Darsana. Appendices, Glossary of Selected Terms and Bibliography.

GOWTHAMAN (Balu)
Philosophy as Literature.
Supervisor: Prof Ayesha Gautam
Th 27667

Abstract

Abstract: In my phd, I look at the intersection between two nonrepresentational
schools of philosophy, which is phenomenology and the ordinary language philosophy
of Wittgenstein. I firstly look at their attitudes towards scientism, and describe how
they were equally wary of scientistic pretensions, especially when they threaten to
cross over to the realm of aesthetics and philosophy. The next chapter looks at the
literary attitude of wittgenstein and its relationship to his neo kantian spirit. It goes
through various characteristics of the philosophical investigations, such as its reliance
on similes, its narrativity and dialogicality. The next chapter looks at the criticism of
the scientistic therapy of psychoanalysis from the viewpoints of Wittgenstein and
Phenomenology. Here, I also talk about the role of embodiment in the idea of literature
that I talk about in my thesis, and how both Heidegger and Lacan underemphasize it
in different ways. The 4th chapter is a look at the idea of literature from the
perspective of both Sartre and Merleau ponty, and makes the case that the idea of
commitment as necessary to literature inevitably impoverishing the concept. Here, I
also look at the validity of distinction made between prose and poetry as made by
Sartre, and also I look at in what way one can talk about the difference between
literature and the silent arts. I also look at how the preceding discussion can have
bearing on commited literature. In the conclusion, I summarize the chapters, while
also looking at the broad similarities in spirit between Wittgenstein and Merleau Ponty,
such as their anti-representationalism, their anti-scientism, and anti-hermeneuticism.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Argumentative Philosophy and Scientism 3. Wittgenstein through
a Literary Lens 4. Critique of Scientistic Therapy 5. The Question of Commitment in
Literature 6. Conclusion and Bibliography.
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GUPTA (Kolyanni)

On the form and Meaning of Ought.
Supervisor: Prof. Nilanjan Bhowmick
Th 27668

Abstract

The examination of the term ought begins with an exposition of the moral ought
being essentially agential, the reason for which was given by Gilbert Harman (2007.
The logical form of ought, according to Gilbert Harman, is a relational term
indicating the term to be related to the agent, the action that is the most favored
course of action, the motivational attitudes surrounding those actions, and the
contextual specifications. Contrary to Harman, Bernard Williams takes ought to be a
propositional operator and is essentially context invariant. Williams’s reductive
approach wherein the indexed oughts are understood in terms of an ought-to-be-
ness gives rise to paradoxes such as the Deontic Conflict which leads to conflicting
true propositions and thereby violates the basic logical principle of non-contradiction.
This proves Williams’s theory to be unacceptable and hence Mark Schroeder’s theory
of a deliberative and an evaluative ought is explored. Schroeder claims that the term
ought behaves with both a raising syntax and a control syntax. Maintaining the
binary between an evaluative ought and a deliberative ought helps to pave our way
through Deontic Conflict and certain other paradoxes, It might seem that the
paradoxes are resolved; however, the deliberative-evaluative ought distinction is not
a reliable theory as the very premise upon which Schroeder builds his theory is
proven to be faulty by Matthew Chrisman who claims that ought is a modal auxiliary
and modal auxiliaries by their nature only affect the modality of a proposition and
cannot function as terms like bank which is ambiguous between two meanings.
Contrastivism is able to provide a perspective into the background conditions and
indexation that is elucidated through the use of the five hallmarks of a deliberative
ought without interfering with its status of being a modal auxiliary and admitting a
single lexical entry.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Ground the Debate 3. The Structure of Ought 4. Contrastivism
and Ought. Conclusion, Endnotes and Bibliography.

Gupta (Sania)

Impact of Karma-Yoga of Bhagavad-Gita on Vinoba Bhave’s Philosophy and its
Implications.

Supervisor: Dr. Upendra Kumar

Th 27669

Abstract

The Bhagavad Gita is the most significant work of Indian philosophy and religion,
presents significant understanding about the essence of obligation, morality, and the
path to spiritual enlightenment. It is one of the most remarkable works on theology,
philosophy, and knowledge. Central to its teachings is the idea of karma-yoga,
encouraging selfless activity performed without attachment to consequences.
Therefore, it has attracted the interest not only of Indian intellectuals and saints but
also scholars from all over the world. One such scholar is Vinoba Bhave. This thesis
will identify and describe the philosophical grounds for Vinoba Bhave’s strategy of
social transformation. This thesis is particularly concerned about is how Vinoba
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perceives Karma-yoga, or selfless action. It shall also try to delve into how Vinoba’s
interpretation of Bhagavad Gita aroused his initiatives toward promoting equitable
land distribution and rural development by analysis of his activities in relation to the
Bhoodan and Gramdan movements. Consequently, this thesis focuses on the practical
application of Karma-yoga to contemporary issues and then presents the major
valuable perspectives regarding how spiritual concepts might be utilized toward
solving current socio-political difficulties. Hence, the thesis seeks, through this
investigation, to add to the academic circles of discourse regarding the significance of
spiritual philosophy in the light of practical governance and social justice. By
examining Vinoba Bhave’s work in the context of Karma-yoga, this thesis aims to
emphasize the eternal significance of the teachings of the Bhagavad Gita and motivate
future academic study and practical efforts in the ethical and social reform field. The
methodologies used in this thesis are analytic, descriptive and conceptual analysis
approach. Keywords: Karma-yoga, Bhagavad Gita, Bhoodan, and Gramdan.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Origin of Knowledge: A Historical Context 3. The Concept of
Karma-Yoga in the Bhagwad-Gita 4. Harmony of Thought and Action : Vinoba
Bhave’s Gitapravacana 5.The Ethical and Social Impacts of Karma-Yoga on Vinoba
Bhave’s work. Conclusion and Bibliography.

MOHAMMAD IRSHAD

Enframing Information Society: An Ethical Perspective.
Supervisor: Prof. Perikala Kesava Kumar

Th 27670

Abstract

The thesis prefers to employ an ‘information society’ instead of a post-industrial
society, knowledge society, or network society. It considers Information Society as an
umbrella term exhumed from the larger socio-cultural, political, and economic
changes ceaselessly occurring worldwide. The thesis astutely develops possible
answers to below-given research questions, below; 1. What is an information society
and how is it different from the last agricultural and industrial society? 2. How to
theoretically make sense of an ICT-led information society within the discipline of
philosophy? 3. How to ethically comprehend the interface of culture, society, and
information and communications technologies? 4. How the discourse of the
philosophy of technology and the philosophy of information is interlinked with a
philosophy of information society. 5. What are the fundamental ethical issues and
theories of the global nature of information society? The thesis partly covers the
debates of the philosophy of technology and the philosophy of information, which
includes the arguments of Herbert Marcuse, Andrew Feenberg, David Lyon, James
Beniger, and Luciano Floridi. It also emphasizes Christian Fuchs’ Radical Digital
Humanism, which abhors the possibilities of post-humanism, information fascism,
hegemony and digital poverty. The thesis, further, covers the ethical issues in an
information society with a Universal and Inter-cultural perspective approach. It
contains a corpus of scholars including Terrell Bynum, James H. Moor, Wu Kun,
and Philip Brey. Rafael Capurro, Charles Ess, Soraj Hongladarom, and others. It also
incorporates Shannon Vallor’s normative technomoral ethical approach for a global
networked commons rooted in the ethos of global justice. The thesis concludes with
an ethical pluralistic account, tailored in democratic values, as a pertinent approach
to fostering a just and egalitarian information society, which embodies the values of
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freedom of expression, accessibility of information, and cultural, social, and political
justice.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. An Emergence of the Information Society 3. Philosophical
Understanding of the Technological Society 4. Digital Social Sphere and the
philosophy of Information Society 5. Ethical Issues and Debates in the Information
Society. Conclusion and References.

SHABEENA

Study of the Social Contract Theory: A Feminist Perspective.
Supervisor: Dr. Sonia Mehta

Th 27671

Abstract

This thesis critically examines social contract theories through a feminist perspective,
with a specific focus on the works of John Rawls and Carole Pateman. Social contract
theory has been a fundamental concept in Western political philosophy, shaping our
understanding of the state and its operations. However, these theories have often
neglected or marginalized women, failing to address gender inequality within their
frameworks. By adopting a feminist lens, this thesis aims to reevaluate and
conceptualize social contract theories to promote gender equality and women's rights.
Divided into four chapters, the thesis engages with contemporary society and feminist
discourse. It commences with an overview of social contract theory's historical
significance, highlighting its key philosophers and the necessity of a feminist
perspective for a comprehensive analysis. It then dissects John Rawls™ influential
theory, critiquing his concepts such as the original position and veil of ignorance for
neglecting women's rights and concerns. This chapter advocates for an inclusive and
gender-aware approach to reshape social contract theory. The analysis continues with
Carole Pateman's Sexual Contract theory, unveiling the entrenched patriarchal
structures in societal norms. It delves into various forms of sexual contracts that
perpetuate male dominance and the objectification of women, emphasizing the
urgency of establishing an equitable society. The thesis concludes by highlighting the
contributions it makes to current society and feminist thought. By challenging
traditional social contract theories, promoting gender awareness, and advocating for
inclusivity, this thesis aims to inspire dialogue, policy changes, and further research
toward creating a more just and equal society for all. It calls for a reevaluation of
political and social systems to ensure the recognition and advancement of women's
rights within the framework of social contract theory.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Social Contract Theory in Modern Philosophy 3. Social Contract
Theory and Contemporary Philosophy 4. Sexual Contract Theory by Carole Pateman
5. Critique of Sexual Contract Theory. Conclusion and Bibliography.

SUKANYA

Social Justice and the Development Agenda- Impact on Environment: A Critical
Study.

Supervisor: Prof. Ayesha Gautam

Th 27672
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Abstract

Social Justice and the Development Agenda-Impact on Environment: A Critical
Study Abstract This thesis examines the interdependent relationship between social
justice and development through the lens of environmental agendas and
sustainability. It posits that development cannot truly occur without justice.
Traditional economic development models prioritize short-term gains like
infrastructure, technology, and commerce over long-term ecological sustainability
and human wellbeing. However, this imbalance leads to environmental injustices -
marginalized communities displaced from ancestral lands, loss of livelihoods,
degraded air and water quality, etc. Sustainable development offers an alternative
approach balancing economic, social, and environmental objectives for current and
future generations. Justice is an evolving, ongoing struggle for fair distribution and
quality of life. Thinkers like Rawls, Sen, and Nussbaum have given extensive theories
of justice and they provide with a philosophical foundation for bringing about social
justice. The capability approach further enriches this framework by emphasizing
human rights, participation, and ecological sustainability over profit and power.
Environment is viewed as a meta-capability that enables other capabilities by
Holland. This stance views environment as something with an intrinsic value not
merely as a resource. Environmental crises emphasize the urgent need to reimagine
development aligned with ecology, not in opposition. This requires understanding the
difference between needs and excessive consumption. It also requires prioritizing
ecological sustainability, human rights, and justice over revenue and power. For this,
development agendas require to be in conformity with some guiding values such as
human wellbeing and security, equity, environmental sustainability etc. along with
the task of securing justice. In conclusion, social justice and ecological sustainability
must be central, complementary aims of development rather than compromised by
unsustainable growth. This thesis is a humble attempt to examine approaches to
close the gap between theoretical social justice and practical instantiation of it in
environmental development agendas.
Contents

1. Introduction 2. Development Agenda: Conventional to Sustainable Development 3.
Social Justice 4. Just Development and Environment: Case Studies 5. Conclusion
and Bibliography.

THAPLIYAL (Charu)
Vasistha’s Dhyan Yoga: An Academic Exploration of the Philosophy of Meditation
in Yoga-Vasistha.

Supervisor: Prof. Divya Tiwari
Th 27673

Abstract

The current research aims to bring to light the philosophy of meditation as
enshrined by Sage Vasistha in his work Yoga Vasistha. The thesis will focus on how
the text is relevant today. The attributes of the meditator personality are shown
through the character of Rama and the attributes of the worthy teacher are shown
through the attributes of Vasistha. Rama is an active dharma-oriented, practice-
oriented character in Hindu mythology and epics, the text asks us to feel the
urgency between the spiritual and ethical life. Yoga Vasistha provides principles and
practical components to streamline ethical and spiritual life and get clarity. It urges
man to move from inaction (dispassion) to action (ethical or dharmic life). Another
question is to see what wisdom Yoga Vasistha offers for Practical Realisation of the
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Absolute along the lines of what it has to say about Self-effort for self-
realisation/self-initiation, Renunciation and enjoyment while living in the world,
character of the aspirant and experience as the final test of belief. As per the survey
experiment conducted and the conclusions arrived at, insights into Indian
Philosophical Practice are arrived at. The crux of the thesis will be made available to
the reader from the answer to the following question whether Dhyan Yoga leads to a
Dharmic life. Further, this research will attempt to look at the question as to what
role “Meditation” plays in Vasistha’s Yoga. How is it made comprehensible to a seeker?
What is the Philosophy of Meditation within it? Following from this, the thesis will
focus on how to change our lives in the 21st century, maintaining a connection
between worldly life and a spiritual life.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Overview of Yoga-Vasistha 3. ‘Dhyana’ in Yoga-Vasistha 4.
Intuition Based Survey 5. Practical Realisation of the Absolute 6. Dhyana Yoga of
Vasistha. Conclusion and Bibliography.
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