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AGGARWAL (Sruti)
Teaching and Learning of Vocabulary in English as a Second Language in
Middle Grades.

Supervisor: Dr. Geeta Rai

Th 26024
Abstract

Vocabulary is generally understood in laymen’s terms as the collection of words
contained in a language. A person’s vocabulary is understood in terms of their
knowledge of the words among the thousands of words contained in any given
language. The meaning of the term ‘vocabulary’ and even what is understood by the
term ‘word’ is much more complex. Vocabulary comes in two forms: oral vocabulary,
words used in speech and listening tasks, and print vocabulary, words that we
encounter while reading and writing. Given the complexity of word knowledge, the
isolated decontextualized nature of teaching and assessment of vocabulary in
contemporary L2 classrooms needs to be revisited. Vocabulary is building block of
language proficiency and development. The comprehension and communication
ability in a language is inextricably tied in with knowing the vocabulary of the
language.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Review of related literature 3. Research methodology 4. Data
analysis and interpretation 5. Conclusion. References. Annexures.

ANSARI (Huma)

Understanding the Idea of a Good Teacher.
Supervisor: Dr. Latika Gupta

Th 26017

Abstract

A school teacher in India is a complex construction. S/he is a cultural figure with religious and
civilizational underpinnings, a low ranked subordinate in colonial bureaucracy, agenda for the
nation state, and a site for social activism. Teacher has been a subject of philosophical and
sociological formulations in order to actualise the goal of education as a welfare agency and
fundamental right in democracy. | was curious to examine how all these unfold in the life of a
present-day teacher. The concept of remembered teacher is a methodological contribution
of this study. Asking teachers to remember their good teachers is an important contribution
that got formulated in the study. It helped to capture the nuances of how teachers function
in their professional role and what images guide a teacher. The teachers’ remembrances
were supplemented by the published obituaries of eminent university teachers. The narrative
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enquiry under taken with teachers in two types of schools in Madhya Pradesh brought out
the factors with which the idea of a good teacher gets constructed. The ideas are: dress,
anger, fear, command over text-book, classroom management and a saintly (morally
superior) life without any addiction and indulgence etc. The teachers conveyed a sense of
reliance on the use of physical and verbal pain to students in order to ensure learning and
extract desired behaviour. The teachers drew upon the qualities that they had appreciated in
their remembered teachers rather than drawing upon theoretical or ideational inspiration
The idea of a good teacher in the obituariesfocussed on world of advanced knowledge. The
school teachers do not visualise the role of a good teacher vis-a-vis entry and sustenance in
the world of knowledge.The construct of a remembered teacher deeply buried in the minds
of the practising teachers, brought out the factor of dress and punishment repeatedly.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Theoretical perspective 3. Review of literature 4. Methodology 5.
Analysis and interpretation (Part 1) 6. Analysis and interpretation-II: the remembered
teachers 7. Implication and conclusion.
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DAS (Sanjit Kumar)

Migration, Identity (Re) Formation and Education: Special Reference to
East Bengal Community Settled in Champaran.

Supervisor: Prof. Ashish Ranjan

Th 26025
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Abstract

Partition of India led to incomparable genocidal violence and large scale migration, whose
experience was different for different communities. This study deals with the experiences of
one of such community- East Bengal Community (EBC) settled in Champaran, Bihar. This
study, examined how the issue of identity (re)formation of this community is a classic case of
political apathy on the part of the modern post-colonial state and the role of education in
this process. The study engages at four realms: historical context, ethnicity, citizenship and
educational processes. In this ethnographic study, analysis of curricular resources, policy
documents was done along with execution of questionnaires, interviews and case studies.
Furthermore, for the triangulation, data was collected from Bangladesh also, with the help of
ICSSR travel grant. Through the analysis, it has been observed that for first generation,
education was a luxury whereas for the second and third generation it was necessity as well
as a luxury to certain extent, whereas, for fourth-generation education is ‘the way’ of
attaining social mobility. In contrast, who stayed back in erstwhile East Pakistan, they see
education as the only way to survive in the religiously fundamental environment, especially
in rural settings. Through the critical analysis of textbooks including NCERT, Bihar State
Textbooks, West Bengal State Textbooks and Bangladesh Textbooks, it was found that the
representation of the aforesaid community is marginal which results in decline in interest
amongst students towards education, as they do not feel connected with the official
curricula. Alienation from their own culture and language further complicates their identity.
From this it may be inferred that, this community is still ghettoized even after seven decades
of migration and rehabilitation

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Review of literature 3. Theoretical framework 4. Research
methodology 5. Discussion and analysis part 1 East Bengal migrant community:
historical roots 5. Discussion and analysis part II East Bengal migrant community:
education and identity (RE)formation 6. Findings and conclusion. References.
Appendix.

KUNWAR (Nidhi)
Exploring First Grade Children’s Engagement with Writing in Writing

Workshops.

Supervisor: Prof. Shobha Sinha
Th 26465

Abstract

The present study is a classroom-based research focused on first grade children’s
writing. The objective of the study was to explore the nature of first grade children’s
engagement with writing in writing workshops. The premise of the study draws from
the theoretical framework of developmental and sociocultural perspectives of writing.
The data for the study was collected from a first-grade classroom throughout an
academic session. All children enrolled in the first grade of the selected school were
the participants of the study.
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Contents

Introduction 2. Review of literature 3. Methodology 4. Data analysis and
interpretations 5. Conclusion. References.

MATHEW (Manu V.)

The Political Economy of Engineering Curriculum Amidst Privatisation,
Disruptions and Precarity: A Study of Student Activity Points in Kerala
Technological University.

Supervisors: Dr. M. Rajendran and Prof. Shyam B. Menpn

Th 26022

Abstract

This dissertation is a study of the changes that has been happening in the engineering
education curriculum in Kerala, the southern state of India, amidst rapid changes in
technological processes and crisis in higher education. To explore these changes, | looked
into the introduction of student activity points — aimed to equip students with soft skills,
leadership qualities and entrepreneurial spirit — in the curriculum of engineering programs
under Kerala Technological University, the technical university in charge of the academic and
administrative affairs of engineering colleges in Kerala. | looked into curricular and policy
documents that outlined the aims of student activity points in the engineering programs and
conducted field study in an affiliated college to situate the context in which they were
introduced in the curriculum, and what is its wider social, institutional and political meaning.
| make the following arguments in the dissertation. One, student activity points are aimed at
addressing the increasing student disruptions in campuses and to bring in multitudinous
nature of campus disruptions within legal ambit. This has been necessitated following the
changes in the nature of student activities and dispersion of student rebellions away from
the traditional collective student political action to disparate activities that may or may not
be necessarily demand based. Two, student activity points were introduced to the address
the deep crisis within engineering education in particular and higher education in general.
This crisis is a result of the crisis in skill training due to rapid changes in technology following
automation as well as due to the crisis in the hierarchy of higher education that regulated the
overall field of education in the state. Here student activity points can be read as a response
to the demand for democratisation and massification of engineering education by the
masses. Three, student activity points signal a qualitative change in the nature of
privatisation in higher education in India, where from privatisation of education we are
witnessing privatisation in education as the new mode of accumulation. Using student
activity points, it has become possible to capitalize the inside of engineering education and
this is in line with the broader unbundling processes within higher education.

Contents

1.Engineering education in Kerala: contextualising the political economy 2.
Methodology and theoretical considerations 3. Student activity points and the
internal dynamics in college of engineering Trivandrum 4. Student activity points:
between college of engineering Trivandrum and its outside 5. Students activity
points and the new privatisation in engineering education in Kerala 6. Political
economy of curricular changes in engineering education in Kerala. References.
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PATRA (Ganesh)

Education of Children with Disabilities in Odisha.
Supervisor: Dr. Subhash Chander

Th 26013

Abstract

The education of children with disabilities (CWDs) has been a matter of great concern across
the world in the recent past. The educational inclusion and right to education of children
with disabilities have received increased attention from a policy perspective in the last few
decades. It has not only impacted the overall access to education but also influenced other
related issues for them. The discourse of disability movements in the past have created
several opportunities for the education of individuals with disabilities. In the Indian context,
census, policy documents, and research studies show that there is a high dropout rate
amongst the CwD leading to a low literacy rate among individuals with disabilities, and the
concern for the education of CWDs is not just limited to the issue of access to primary and
secondary school education. It stretches itself to the core values on which the system of
formal education has been running across the country. It is necessary to understand and
explore the challenges and opportunities that exist in different contexts related to the
education of CWDs. After Sikkim, Odisha has the second-highest density of population with
disability in India and comes under the red zone. This study has been carried out to critically
analyze the existing policies and provisions of the Government of Odisha for the education of
CWDs. This study explores the systemic practices of implementation at different stages right
from identification of CWDs to the certification of their disability, to the distribution of
scholarships to personal assistive devices, teachers’ preparedness, parents’ awareness and
finally the collaboration amongst different stakeholders. A critical analysis of the various
aspects of the above listed factors as well as their interplay has been attempted in this study.
The study has been conducted across two districts of Odisha and focuses on the education of
CWDs at the primary and secondary levels. To locate the challenges and opportunities
related to their education, interactions with different stakeholders were done and
observations of different institutions were carried out. Findings of this study shed some light
on the ground reality of education of CWDs and point towards various bottlenecks in their
successful inclusion. The study highlights that 2 many policies and provisions relating to the
education of CWDs have been adopted by the government of Odisha and that it also has
developed quite a few of its own. However, there are various lacunas that create a hindrance
in meeting the specific objectives of these policies and provisions, primarily related to the
discrepancies in the policy provisions on paper and their actual implementation at ground.
None of the private schools of both districts under study exhibit any specific provision for the
education of CWDs. The training programs for the grassroots level support staff have been
found inadequate and their remunerations insufficient. The most unsettling discovery of the
study has been the evident lack of collaboration also found amongst the different
stakeholders involved in the education of the CWDs.

Contents

1. Introduction: the journey begins 2. Conceptual framework: developing roadmap 3.
Design of the study: building blueprint for the journey 4. Analysis and interpretation
decoding 5. Conclusion: lessons learned and the way forward. Bibliography.
Annexures.
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SETH (Nidhi)

Role of English textbook in promoting respect for diversity among
secondary school students.

Supervisor: Prof. Namita Ranganathan

Th 26012

Abstract

The present study examines the role that literature in English textbooks can play in
developing awareness and promoting respect for diversity among secondary school
students. It draws its inspiration from two sources, the first being my lived
experience in childhood which enticed me into the world of literature and how it
impacted my thoughts, feelings ideas and perspectives on different issues. Respect
for diversity has been defined quite broadly in this study to, include not just an
awareness of diversity, attitudes of acceptance, respect and empathy but also an
intent for action to attain social justice. Respect for diversity is a matter of personal
intent with potential for translating into collective action. Hence, the space for critical
literacy in the classroom and in his study for examining students’ responses to
literature. While the study focuses on the role of literature in promoting respect for
diversity, it must be noted that a sudden change is improbable. Also, the value of
real-life experience and of interacting with people belonging to different social groups
is not valued any less and cannot be supplanted with the teaching of literature.

Contents

1.Central focus conceptual framework and objectives of the study 2. Design
and methodology of the study 3. Phasel: Representations of diversity in
English textbooks 4. Phase 2: Teachers views and perceptions about the
markers of diversity in English textbooks 5. Classroom interactions and
students’ responses. Summary and discussion of key findings. Bibliography.
References and textbooks. Appendix.

SHARMA (Smriti)
Teacher Educator’s Perspective and Role in an Elementary Teacher

Education Programme.

Supervisor: Prof. Poonam Batra
Th 26466

Abstract

The teacher is undoubtedly one of the most crucial ‘components’ of an educational
setting. A teachers’ attitudes, abilities, knowledge, perspectives and values critically
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impact students ‘learning and success within the school system. The arguments here
is not to propose a direct correlation between ‘student learning’ and ‘teacher
effectiveness’ in complete disregard to the system of education and its’ context: but
to argue that teachers and their emancipation are a major factor to engage with
especially at the elementary school level. Empowered teachers can play a crucial role
not only in processes of teaching learning but also in the larger educational
discourse and practice by being part of policy making and the preparation of
curricular materials.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Review of related literature 3. Research methodology 4. Site of
research: the bachelor of elementary education 5. Positioning the education of
teachers in ‘Praxis’ 6. Curriculum as critical social dialogue 7. Delineating identities
roles: narratives of teacher education 8. Conclusion. References. Appendices.
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TOPPO (Amita Juliet)

People's Struggle for Education: A Case Study of Chhattisgarh.
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Supervisor: Prof. Pankaj Arora
Th 26016
Abstract

The Indian Constitution assures education as a Fundamental Right to every child of the age 6-
l4years across India. However, this situation stands bleaker in the case of the learners of
tribal dominant region who still lack the opportunity for quality school education. When
Right to Education was making its way in the State of Chhattisgarh, the State was also reeling
under the rising impact of Naxalism. It is in this episodic scenario the researcher intended to
conduct a case study of the State to understand what kind of struggle each stakeholder was
undergoing for school education. A study was planned with an objective of developing a
comprehensive understanding of the attitudes and aspirations of the learners, the
parents/community and the envisioned role of the teachers/ educational personnels*
towards school education. The study was conducted in two district of Chhattisgarh including
students of 6th to 8th class of non-residential schools. Observations, group discussion, semi-
structured interviews were used as the tool for data collection, distinctively, with all the
stakeholders of the society. The enquiry was purely indepth-qualitative and exploratory in
nature, reflects on the dynamics of education and speculates about the ,needs" of the
schooling of the learners in the region per se. The present case study due to human
impossibility explores the school education system only in the two districts i.e. North and
South districts of the state of Chhattisgarh. However, it does not in tends to do a
comparative study of the two districts undertaken in the study. The unique features of the
two districts make it vital to be considered while studying the school education system. A
case study, permeates a detailed study of what kind of challenges and issues different
stakeholders in the school education system have to face who partake in the system. The
primary stakeholders that is the learners and their parents are largely marginalised and
disadvantaged group. Further, the stakeholders partake in a schooling system which is
evolving in a region affected by a civil strife and that makes the struggle more elusive. Each
stakeholder has its own perceptions for the schooling, its own experiences which need to be
considered for a holistic school education system to evolve. It is this very struggle of them
which has been attempted to contain in this study themed as- “People"s Struggle for
Education: A case study of Chhattisgarh.”

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Conceptual framework 3. Methodology: the natural history
of my research 4. Analysis: analysing the explored 5. Findings, discussion
and suggestions. Bibliography. Appendices.

TOTI (Matli Robert)
Engagement of Learners with Visual Impairment in an Inclusive School

of Lesotho: A Descriptive Phenomenology Approach.
Supervisor: Prof. Sailaja Chennat

Th 26027
Abstract

It is a universal concern to provide education for children with Disability (CWD). Lesotho, like
other nations, has tried to develop inclusive policies that appeal to a wide variety of people
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with disabilities. However, adopting these measures has not contributed to the successful
integration of these practices across the country. Learners with VI are not an exception. This
thesis argues for the need to offer appropriate and sufficient engagement for the learners
with visual impairment (V1) in Lesotho's selected inclusive school. In the context of this thesis,
student engagement is a multi-dimensional construct that denotes an interaction between a
student and the learning environment. It defines how learners feel about the school
environment, events and their contribution to education across behavioural, cognitive and
emotional dimensions. Fundamentally, engagement is created, shared, and dependent upon
educational relationships. Although interventions to improve the effectiveness of inclusive
education for the learners with VI have been extensively discussed in the literature, less
attention has been paid to the factors that affect their appropriate engagement in Lesotho's
learning contexts. Their voice is merely absent. To fill this void, the researcher used the
descriptive phenomenological approach to capture the interpretation, thoughts, and
perceptions of six (6) learners with VI on how they made sense of these learning contexts
through in-depth semi- structured interviews. For triangulation purpose, a focus group
comprising four (4) learners with VI and thirteen (13) other protagonist were also
interviewed. Finally, yet importantly, pictures taken from both the research's internal and
external location were analyzed. For this study, this methodology was fitting, as it allowed
the researcher to bracket all the preconceived notions, assumptions, myths and stereotypes
towards the learners with VI. The researcher listened with an uncluttered mind, paving the
way to see and hear their perspectives freshly through their own eyes and voices. Hurssel
refers to this method as "going back to things themselves"

Contents

1.Context of the study 2. Delineation of student engagement 3. Engagement
with inclusive context 4. Methodology 5. Analysis and findings 6.
Interpretative discussion 7. Conclusion. References and Addenda.

YADAV (Reetu)
School Science and Gender: A Case of Haryana.

Supervisor: Prof. Vandana Saxena
Th 26014

Abstract

This study explores the interaction of gender of the learner with science in the schools of
Haryana. It analyzes classroom processes with reference to science learning and gender-
based experiences in the specific context of Haryana. Furthermore, it comprehends how
students relate to school science. It explores different personal, institutional and social
factors affecting learning of science among girls and boys and their decision to opt for
science at senior secondary. This is an attempt to develop an indepth understanding of
classroom situations, gender-based beliefs, attitude, and concern of teachers. This study is
conducted in two phases. During the first phase, data is obtained from school and students
through observations and focus group discussions. During second phase, textbooks were
analysed, data from students were collected using questionnaire. Teachers’ perspectives
were explored through semi-structured interviews. It’s found that students’ experience of
learning science has been affected by a variety of factors, such as students’ personal interest,
family’s socio-economic background, school environment, teachers’ attitude towards
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students and the subject. The study establishes that students of socially-disadvantaged
groups of the society resist to continue with science owing to their economically-weaker
background. This restrictive access to science learning further intensifies in case of female
students. The study recommends the possibility of creating gender-neutral learning
experiences in school science for each learner, irrespective of their gender. The textbook and
other teaching-learning materials should be developed with a focus on addressing gender
diversity. Teacher trainings, both at in- and pre-service level, need to focus on addressing
teachers’ beliefs system about gendered understanding of science as a subject and
profession. This study also endorses the potential of science teaching to promote the quality
of life of individuals; include and acknowledge communities and all the dimensions of science
education at schools be tailored for students with any gender identity.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Conceptual framework 3. Research methodology 4. Data
analysis and interpretation 5. Finding and conclusion. Bibliography.
Appendices.
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M.Phil. Dissertations

17.

AKHTAR (Nagma)
Analysis of English Language Textbook of State Boards at Upper Primary

Label: Gender Perspective.
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Supervisor: Dr. Meenakshi Ingole

CHAUDHARI (Narayan Prasad)
Reflection of Tribal Religion and Socio-Cultural Practices in Tribal

Secondary School of Madhya Pradesh: An Exploratory Study.

Supervisor: Dr. Sunita Singh

DASGUPTA (Supta Taposi)

Evaluation of The School Readiness Program in Government Primary
Schools in Bangladesh.

Supervisor: Prof. Namita Ranganthan

GUPTA (Vidushi)
Community and Education: A Relational Study.
Supervisor: Dr. Sandeep Kumar

ISHIKA

Existential Predicaments Due to Extensive Use of Smartphone Among
Indian Higher Education Students During COVID-19 Pandemic.
Supervisor: Dr. M. Rajendran

KUSHWAHA (Raj Lakshmi)
A Study of Professional Ethics of Elementary Teachers.
Supervisor: Dr. Sunil Kumar

MONAL

Enhancing Learning of Students Through Formative Feedback in Higher
Education.

Supervisor: Dr. Sweta Gupta

NEHA KUMARA
Education as Care.
Supervisor: Mr. Pinkal Rajubhai Chaudhary

PAL (Rashmi)
Media Gender and Education: An Exploratory Study.
Supervisor: Dr. Sunita Singh

SHARMA (Pankaj)
Mathematics in the Shawl Weaving Community of Kathua District.
Supervisor: Prof. Haneet Gandhi

SINHA (Shweta)

Changes in The Classroom Practices and Professional Development of
Government School Teachers in Delhi.

Supervisor: Dr. Geeta Rai

YADAV (Sadhna)
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