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Abstract

Demonstrates the necessity of the mapic form which is based

on the distinction between objects and places. Examins Peter

Strawson’s famous account of the conditions that are neces-

sary for object identification and re-identification. Shows that

there is a close match between the formal aspects of these re-

quirements and our description of the mapic form. The identi-

fication of individual physical objects is arguably amongst the

most basic of cognitive tasks; the mapic form is necessary even

for this. The third argument comes out of information theory.

For any representation to be non-vacuous, in informational

theoretic terms, we show that it must be encoded in a map-like

format : one that encodes all possibilities as a background of

the actuality.
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