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Abstract

Every classroom consists of students with a spectrum of abilities and a whole range
of learning styles and preferences. One can observe the multifariousness in the
variety of learning activities that interest different learners as also in the multitude of
factors at play that govern their learning abilities. This heterogeneity must be the
basis that guides the choice of effective pedagogy in a classroom. The very pragmatic
Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligence (1983) propounds this very idea. One
teaching pedagogy or instructional practice cannot cater to all learners. So even
though Inclusive education as a concept aligns beautifully with this theory and has
been gaining prominence over the last decade however, unfortunately its
implementation across our educational institutions has been far from satisfactory.
The focus being unduly centred on children with special needs or on marginalized
groups and not encompassing the entirety of the mixed ability earners. Also,
integration of technology into a classroom is not new and has been prevalent for
almost two decades with models like SAMR (Puentedura, 2009), H.E.A.T., TIM
framework, and the famous TPACK model (Shulman, 1986) consistently gaining
ground. The COVID-19 pandemic overnight brought technology to the forefront in an
unprecedented manner as the only alternative for continuing education & teaching.
Furthermore, pedagogy and the teaching learning process must at every point be in
tandem with the subject being taught and its inherent nature. The researcher, for
the sake of this thesis, has focused specifically on the learners of science only
because the nature of science leads to development of cognitive skill development
which in turn directly impacts mixed-ability learners. National Education on Policy
(NEP-2020) has also laid emphasis on science education and the role digital
technology plays in experiential learning. This study underlines the role of digital
technology in the case of mixed-ability science classroom learners with emphasis on
secondary level. The researcher has undertaken a qualitative approach leveraging
detailed interviews, classroom observations and questionnaires to understand
science teaching, mixed-ability classroom practices, and use of digital technology.
The researcher also got this rare, freakish chance to be able to observe the teaching-
learning process transform during the pandemic from physical to virtual and back.
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Abstract

This research work critically examined the qualitative aspects of functioning of
Women Sarpanches in Education and Public Health. Post-independence, many
programs of rural reconstruction were launched and committees were formed for
suggesting measures of their regeneration, but PRIsseem to remain infested with
serious problems. Upliftment of rural regions and empowerment of women have
important bearing on the development of India. With all these considerations Indian
Parliament had passed 73rdAmendment Act in 1992.This Act gave space to women
and marginalized sections in rural local bodies through reservations, which was a
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move envisioned towards developing an egalitarian society. In 2015 when education
became a criterion for contesting Panchayat election in Haryana, a new team of
educated Sarpanches emerged naturally. More than 65% people were out of the race.
These reforms argue that service delivery mechanism of many contributing factors
like education and health can become more effective through the participation of
local governments in policy, planning and implementation thereby helping nations to
achieve MDGs and SDGs. The Role Performance of Women Sarpanches in Health
and Education’ in this context is an interesting area to explore. In this study from
four districts namely Hisar, Sonipat, Rewari, and Mewat/Nuh,32Female Sarpanches
were randomly selected and interviewed. To triangulate the data,160 villagers were
interviewed. Schools, primary health centres and anganwadiswere also visited. The
study tried to analyse Women Sarpanches’ knowledge and performance in two
identified areas viz. Health and Education. The impact of eligibility criteria on the
expected role performance of local representatives seems positive as per the study.
Another, key finding is that the percentage of Women Sarpanches who have
knowledge about their roles and responsibilities, who are doing their work
themselves, who are handling people tactfully has increased in last three decades.

Contents

1. Introduction 2. Conceptual Framework 3. Methodology of the Study 4. Role
Performance of Women Sarpanches: Data Analysis and Interpretation 5. Perception of
villagers: Data Analysis and Interpretation 6. Conclusion 7. Bibliography,
Appendices.
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Abstract

A school is said to be inclusive when students with diverse abilities, linguistic
differences, socio economic or other cultural differences, belonging to varied
geographic areas, belonging to different social strata, religion, caste, race, gender etc
receive opportunities for full and equitable participation in learning and
development. Index for Inclusion is a tool developed by Tony Booth and Mel Ainscow
in (2002) as a framework to promote and assess inclusivity in all educational
settings. In this study, the researcher explores the application of a ‘culturally
calibrated Index for Inclusion’ in studying the level of inclusivity in the schools of
Kerala. The researcher adapted the Index for Inclusion to suit the context of the state
to evaluate its inclusive practices. Objectives of the study were, to adapt the Index for
Inclusion to suit the context of Kerala, to analyze the inclusivity of selected sample of
schools for the extent and level of inclusivity based on the adapted Index for
Inclusion, to study the extent of awareness of stake holders in implementing
inclusive education and to identify the challenges faced by the stakeholders in
implementing inclusive education. Based on the nature of the data qualitative
descriptive research methodology was adopted to carry out the study. Tools used
were information checklist for students related to infrastructure facilities of the
school, information checklist for special educators, questionnaire for regular
teachers, rating scale for students and interview schedule for Principal, parents of
children with special needs and special educators. This study was carried out in
Trivandrum district of Kerala. 3 schools were selected based on its location (rural,
suburban and urban schools) Based on certain specific criteria a representative
sample size of stake holders was selected from each school which included, students,
regular teachers, special teachers and parents of children with disabilities using
simple random sampling method. Principal of each school was also part of the
sample selected for the study. Findings of the study are: All special teachers provided
individualised educational service for all children with disabilities. The special
educators in all schools of Kerala were appointed on part time basis. They were not
satisfied with the service conditions in the school especially with the fact that the
school was providing salary on hourly basis. Kerala being a literate state, the
researcher expected an advanced status in inclusive education. But having examined
the status of inclusivity in three selected schools (rural urban, suburban), the
researcher felt that many of the factors for effective inclusive practice in schools were
not in place and that it was a long way ahead for the state of Kerala to achieve the
goals of inclusive education.
Contents

1. Introduction 2. Review of Literature 3. Methodology 4. Analysis and Interpretative
Discussion 5. Summary and Conclusion 6. Bibliography.
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Abstract

Diversity is an inherent feature of any context. The educational institutions represent
a complex intersection of diversity across organic and inorganic factors like persons
of all ages as also the curriculum and the physical infrastructure. Furthermore, each
of these has multidimensional variations. This research is conceptualized to examine
the pedagogical response to students’ diversity and their consequent participation in
the classroom processes to optimize individual learning in a specific school subject
science. As per the NEP 2020, the study is located in stage 3 (middle) and partially in
stage (Secondary), from grade 7 to grade 10. The study required that the learning
needs arising due to diversity among students and the pedagogical efforts to facilitate
the development of thinking and process skills in each one of them be studied in
detail. To maintain the focus on these primary concerns and minimize the impact of
other factors the Kendriya Vidyalayas in two states are chosen for the study. The
researcher is fully aware that this does not eliminate the impact of other significant
factors but can minimize those to a large extent. The students, science teachers,
teacher educators, and teacher education curriculum are studied in this research.
The study establishes the need for rethinking the nature of students’ participation
and approach to teachers’ continuous professional development. The students’
responses explain that the teachers have an elaborate understanding of the diversity
among students and are making an immense effort to help them learn the subject by
employing various classroom processes. The teacher preparation programs also
discuss this dimension. But, the complete focus is on content learning. The study
strongly recommends that to accomplish competency-based individualized learning
in science, as envisioned in NEP 2020, a fresh approach to the process of teacher
preparation is required.
Contents

1. Conceptualizing the focal Points: Introduction to the Research Study 2.
Comprehending the Intersectionalities: The Conceptual framework 3. The Process of
Exploration: Research Methodology 4. Delineating the Field: Data Analysis and
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Interpretations 5. Unfolding the future possibilities: Findings, Educational
Implications: Conclusions and Limitations. Bibliography Appendices.
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