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The present research aims to understand classroom culture and discourse, and the social 
ethos they generate; and how these influence students’ construction of self. This is examined 
within the framework of Bakhtin’s theory of communication. The sample of the present 
research consists of observations of grade 8 classes during the teaching of Social-Political 
Life, taught across three different schools. Classroom observations, audio recordings and 
field notes were taken over one academic year for the selected classes, followed by FGDs 
with students and individual in-depth interviews with the concerned teachers. The data 
gathered was transcribed and analyzed using the method of content analysis. Research 
findings indicate that ‘pedagogic communication’ within the three classrooms reflects several 
common and distinct patterns of classroom culture and discourse that affect construction of 
self of students. The government school and the private school classrooms reflect a clear 
inclination towards the construction of monologue, where the teacher’s voice dominates. The 
classrooms depict an ‘authoritative discourse’ that inhibits student expression and 
development of independent thought. Conversations in the progressive school classroom 
generate meaningful dialogue, expression of ‘multiple voices’ (voices of students, the teacher, 
and the text-book), indicating the presence of an ‘internally persuasive’ classroom culture. 
The students are seen engaging with social realities and developing an informed 
understanding of social issues, reflecting the construction of ‘authorship’. Social identities and 
a sense of self that students bring to school are further mediated by the classroom discourse. 
In a monological classroom, teacher-student interaction is seen embodying social prejudices 
that often lead to overt discrimination on the basis of ascribed identities such as religion and 
caste;creating possibilities of internalising feelings of inadequacies associated with their 
social and economic background. Students in the progressive school classroom are seen 
encouraged to think critically and exploring alternative perspectives. 
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Human existence has multiple variations, which are often layered and placed in hierarchies 
through intergroup relations. Heteronormativity, the discursive practice of compulsory 
heterosexuality, which assumes that all members of the society are heterosexual and 
cisgender (male is assumed/must be masculine and attracted to a female and vice-versa), 
forms the fundamental phenomenon under enquiry in this study. The study looks at the 
extent, to which the socially situated self of non-normative participants challenge 
sexualisation and subsequent consequences of it Further, the conception of gender in 
educational discourse is primarily monolithic in nature. Educational policies, intellectual 
enquiry, resources and discussion around the lines of gender are restricted to the 
perspective of girls and women only. Attempts to understand the relationship between non 
normative gender, sexuality and education are few. Role played by education as an 
institution with other socio-cultural factors in lending primacy to this particular ordering of 
sexuality and gender, over range of other possibilities, was deconstructed through this 
research project. Mixed methods research design was employed to successfully collect, 
analyse and combine both qualitative and quantitative data. Responses of 100 participants 
to the survey questionnaire were recorded and analysed, followed by in-depth interviews 
with 35 participants. Based on the findings, it can be successfully concluded that current 
system of education does not allow for any deviation from the legitimate ways. It contribute 
to rigid and deterministic reproduction of gender and sexuality norms by prescribing 
inflexible policies, through invariable notion on what is valid knowledge, what is worth 
learning and by reprimanding acts that are against the socially acceptable norms. It employs 
means like pedagogic tools, policies, knowledge transacted, educational environment, 
teachers and peers’ attitude, institution’s culture and ethos and various other educational 
practices that deliberately enable heterosexuality and cisgenderism in getting primacy over 
other spectrums of identities. 
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One of the most discussed issues in recent times in the area of school education 
has been the phenomenon of privatisation. This major shift is seen to have 
established the withdrawal of the state from its responsibilities towards education 
and also accelerated privatisation of the same. This policy shift has been 
accompanied by a discourse in education on the 'crisis' in the public school system 
as reflected in reports on ‘low learning levels’ of children in government schools and 
declining enrolment in government schools. Policy making in education has been 
influenced through advocacy work of think-tanks, researches, media reports critical 
of public school system etc. A narrative which has been used to link the crises of 
falling outcomes and enrolment is that of school choice which is rooted in the 
politics of free market economics. School choice says that parents should have the 
right to choose schools instead of being bound by the state's unsatisfactory 



 
 

provisions. Literature on school choice is centred on the contested claims about 
improved access to better schools, rise in standards of schools and an increase in 
learning outcomes. The public good attribute of education has been used to 
question the school choice policy. The first part of the study looks at the discourse 
of school choice, including empirical researches and philosophical writings in the 
area. The other part is based on a field exercise conducted in Delhi. The discussion 
brings together the responses and discourse analysis in a synthetic manner. The 
discourse analysis and the respondents' views show that the market idea of choice 
is overrated and misplaced in the context of a public good such as education. This 
understanding is reinforced by observing the problematic manner in which a 
seemingly rational decision about school choice is actually made. 
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Stories are important for children and pedagogy, though, for other, important complex 
reasons which are either not understood, or don’t find space in stretched school curricula, 
teacher training and pedagogy. Reading and listening to stories stimulates the imagination; 
and children who read more or have teachers who read aloud to them also write more. 
Stories enable us to make sense of the world around us; storytelling is the art of orally 
narrating a story from memory. Each storytelling is unique, dynamic and makes demands on 
the listener to be a co-creator of the story. The cognitive ability ‘to story’ or create ordered 
narratives out of chaotic, random events in our lives has fascinated language pedagogues 
and scientists who study how children learn. Recent cognitive studies have shown that stories 
encourage the development of empathy because the reader/listener is not only transported 
into the story, but is also permitted to draw back cognitively and emotionally to reflect on the 
experience. My research investigated how children in the primary classes make meaning 
from stories narrated to them orally in Hindi. It shows how children participate in stories, 
respond to the characters and themes and connect them with their own lives to critically 
engage with them. I did fieldwork with class 4 and 5 children in three schools in Delhi over 
one year – two were private schools that enroll children from high-income families. The third 



 
 

was a government-run school where most students were children of daily wage earners or 
domestic helps. My research was qualitative, drawing its analytical framework from 
Rosenblatt’s Reader Response theory and critical pedagogy to examine how children take an 
aesthetic stance to stories and then examine their own ideas through democratic, exploratory 
talk in the classroom but only when classrooms move away from mechanistic, skill-based 
learning and decoding. 
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The question of how student teachers learn to teach and develop as professionals is 
basic to the field of Teacher Education. While most Teacher Education Programmes 
(TEP) focus on what student teachers need to know and how they can be equipped 
with skills and strategies necessary to become competent teachers, very few studies 
have focussed on what they already know, how they acquire this knowledge, in what 
ways it affects their learning and how it transforms during the TEP. During the 
internship phase of a TEP student teachers or interns are immersed in the school 
atmosphere so as to give them a good idea of what school teaching is all about. 
Internship assumes great importance as it is the time when theory and practice 
converge and are brought in active use. The aim of this study is to trace the 
professional development of the interns of the Bachelor of Elementary Education 
Programme (BElEd) offered at The Delhi University while they were placed in a 
school for their internship. It looks at interns learning as they engage in the activity 
of teaching and interacting simultaneously with other members of the community, 
viz. it examines their growth from a socio-cultural perspective. Data for the study 
was drawn from a variety of sources which enabled methodological triangulation 
and corroboration. This approach provided both, a holistic and comprehensive 
picture of the process and a detailed and close view of interns’ progress from a 
variety of perspectives. The study will enable teacher educators to understand the 
process of learning to teach from interns’ perspective and thereby help them induct 
interns effectively into the teaching profession. 
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 In the present study, researcher focused her attention on school learners to ascertain the significance of 
experience based learning in arena of education through drama experience. In drama experience, 
students are active participants in their learning and construct their own knowledge by means of their 
own experiences. One of the central notions of drama experience is the importance of reflection and 
student’s reflections on their experience is part of their learning process. The purpose of the present 
study was to explore student’s reflections through drama experience for meaningful understanding of 
social issues. The present study was carried out in different phases and stages. The first phase 
comprised of content analysis of upper primary social science curriculum for locating the social issues 
through curriculum mapping. The second phase initiated with a preliminary study to probe students’ 
understanding on four core located social issues. The preliminary study was followed by main study 
where ‘gender’ as the issue was selected for planning and executing drama experience. Qualitative 
research well served the purpose of the main study. The main study was carried out in three stages and 
sample varied at each stage of the main study. The sample size for the stage 1 was 60 students’ of class 
VIII who were given preparatory drama experience. In stage 2, same students developed a drama script, 
out of which participant students were selected for the enactment of the drama, at this stage 293 non-
participant students’ (spectators) were shown the drama. A student reflection questionnaire on 300 
students was administered after the drama experience in third stage. The findings reflected the impact 
of drama experience to the extent of students challenging stereotyped attributes, stereotyped careers, 
traditional distribution of household chores, stereotypical roles and parent’s decisions for gender parity 
between girls and boys.   
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This thesis argues for the need to re-conceptualize the construct of language proficiency 
(LP)in multilingual (ML) contexts and to apply it to the assessment of language proficiency, 
specifically speaking skills. In doing so it examines the different models of LP that have been 
proposed so far in the light of how a ML user of L2 deploys L1 strategies to communicate 
inL2 effectively. Therefore, the study makes a plea to carry out speaking assessment in an 
ML context using multilingual norms, especially at lower levels of language proficiency and 
to understand how the learner uses L1 resources while communicating in L2. Given this 
premise, the study attempts to develop test tasks and ML norms for assessment that 
acknowledge the learners’ L1 proficiency in using L2 in unseen contexts. The study draws 
on existing literature on language assessment, specifically speaking assessment in an ML 
context to arrive at a theoretical understanding of what it entails to do such an assessment. 
The study also draws on my own experience of being a teacher of language and literature at 
the university and more recently of the English Language Proficiency Course (ELPC) 
program. Data from actual test performance on the ELPC speaking tests as well as reported 
data from students, teachers, and ELT experts is analyzed to arrive at a valid and reliable 



 
 

assessment scheme that incorporates communicative language test tasks and assessment 
criteria that incorporate ML norms. It is interesting to note that there was convergence 
among all the data sources, in relation to tasks, rubrics and criteria. It is also to be noted that 
although research literature emphasizes the need for incorporating ML norms as opposed to 
monolingual norms, there is no evidence of such work in use that is of significance. This 
study attempts to fill that gap. 
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देश कȧ नई आͬथ[क नीǓत (1991) से हȣ उदारȣकरण, नीिजकरण एवं वæैवीकरण कȧ नीǓतयɉ 
को वत[मान आͬथ[क तथा वाͨणिÏयक सधुार के उपायɉ के Ǿप मɅ वͨण[त ͩकया गया | देश मɅ 
Ǔनरंतर नई तकनीक कȧ èवीकाय[ता कȧ बात हो या वाͨणÏय के ¢ेğ को ͪवèततृ करने के 
ͧलए  करɉ मɅ वɮृͬध करना, नई कर Ĥणालȣ तैयार करना, Þयाज दरɉ मɅ कमी करना हो अथवा 
अथ[åयवèथा को नकद रǑहत करने के ͧलए अंकȧकरण करना व ͪवमġुȣकरण आǑद उपायɉ का 
ͩकया जाना हो | उपरोÈत सभी िèथǓतयां कहȣं न कहȣं वाͨणÏय से सàबंͬ धत हɇ जोͩक सबी 
èतर के वाͨणÏय ¢ेğ के अकादͧमक åयिÈतयɉ को सोचने पर ͪववश करत े हɇ ͩक वाͨणÏय 
धारा मɅ ͩकन ͪवषयɉ को ͪवɮयालयी èतर पर पढाया जाए? उन ͪवषयɉ के पाɫयĐम कȧ 
ǽपरेखा कैसी हो? उन ͪवषयɉ मɅ अतंव[èतु सामĒी Èया हो? तथा जो ͪवषयवèतु वत[मान मɅ 
पढाई जा रहȣ है वह आज के सÛदभ[ मɅ ͩकतनी साथ[क है? इस सÛदभ[ मɅ यह शोध ͪवͧभÛन 
आͬथ[क व वाͨणिÏयक समीकरणɉ, वाͨणिÏयक गǓतͪवͬधयɉ का वाͨणÏय ͧश¢ा से संबंधɉ, 
वाͨणÏय के ¢ेğ मɅ हो रहे नए बदलावɉ का वाͨणÏय ͧश¢ा एवं उसके ͧश¢ण पर Ĥभाव एव ं

वाͨणÏय ͪवषय कȧ भूͧमका को वत[मान पǐरिèथǓतयɉ मɅ समझने के ͧलए नहȣं बिãक भͪवçय 
कȧ िèथǓतयɉ को Úयान मɅ रखते हुए आवæयक जान पड़ता है | Ĥèततु शोध के ɮवारा 
नवउदारवादȣ वाͨणिÏयक पǐरवत[नɉ का ͪवɮयालय èतर के वाͨणÏय के पाɫयĐम के सÛदभ[ 
मɅ वाͨणÏय ͧश¢कɉ कȧ समझ तथा उनके ͧश¢ण मɅ बदलाव कȧ पड़ताल कȧ गयी है | यह 
अÚययन वाͨणÏय ͧश¢ा एवं उसके ͧश¢ण के सÛदभ[ मɅ ͪवगत दशकɉ मɅ हुए वाͨणिÏयक 
पǐरवत[नɉ व नए आयामɉ का गहन अÚययन करने का Ĥयास माğ है | अतः इसके तहत 
वत[मान दौर मɅ वाͨणÏय ͧश¢ा मɅ बदलावɉ, ͧश¢ण ͪवͬधयɉ, एव ंउसके पाɫयĐम को कैसे एक 
नई Ǒदशा दȣ जाए को उɮघाǑटत ͩकया गया है | 
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ppkZ ,oa 'kSf{kd fufgrkFkZA lanHkZ xzaFk lwphA ifjf'k"VA 
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The present research work focuses on girls’ education in marginalized section through a 
study in Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust. ‘Marginalized Section’ here refers to the 
'poor and needy women and children in rural areas in India'. The research aims at studying 
the inherent perspective of Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust (KGNMT) for girls' 
education in marginalized section in India. It also attempts to study the development of girls’ 
education in marginalized section as evidenced through the government’s initiatives in 
independent India besides studying the present status and functioning of KGNMT in the light 
of the aforesaid. KGNMT was established in 1945 as are result of national endeavor led by 
Mahatma Gandhi to address the issues of women in rural India. The present study is 
delimited to one of the branches of KGNMT which is located at Delhi. The girls who have 
lost their parents or are neglected in the family are entitled to reside in KGNMT up to the age 
of eighteen years. The study involves qualitative, descriptive and in-depth inquiry into the 
research problem. The data is predominantly collected through participant-observation, semi 
structured interviews and review of the documents. The study indicates the biological, social 
and cultural factors, among others, as responsible for inequality in the society. There is a 
constant need to re-assess and re-formulate the situation.' 
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This thesis is based on qualitative research fieldwork in three different block of Latehar District, 
Jharkhand. An attempt has been made to study about how the indigenous people learn within their 
culture. The key concern of the study include- the nature of indigenous knowledge and its cultural 
context and the ethno pedagogical practices within the domain of indigenous knowledge. To situate the 
understanding to the study in a frame, the thoughts and the framework of Vygotsky, Bruner, Bouridue, 



 
 

indigenous standpoint and Marxist framework has been drawn. The study has been designed within the 
Qualitative Method, because the questions being studied in the thesis would have been better addressed 
in such approach. The fieldwork of the study involved engaging with indigenous communities in 
different villages, to explore their various aspects of life such as social, cultural, economical, and 
political life. Participant of the study was whole community such as elder of the community, male, 
female, and children. Participant observation was primary method through which researcher made 
sense of the field reality. Participant conversation, audio-visual documentation were primary tools for 
data collection.  The thesis addressed the following questions in particular relation to the Chero, Oraon, 
Nagesiya, and Brijiya indigenous community and social group in focus: What are the nature of 
indigenous knowledge? Why indigenous knowledge constitute a separate domain from institutional 
knowledge? What are the manifestation of indigenous knowledge reflected in their cultural tools? 
What are all these domain where ethno pedagogic practices are reflects? The research finding of the 
study relate to the ethno pedagogical practices exercise by the indigenous community within the 
domain of indigenous knowledge and also bring to the complexity involved in understanding paradox 
of learning in the indigenous community, where one finds clash between two different worldview.   
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कई ͪवɮवानɉ ने अलग-अलग संदभɟ मɅ ‘सा¢रता’ शÞदावलȣ का इèतेमाल एक Ǿपक के तौर 
पर ͩकया है जो ͩकसी ͪवशेष संदभ[ से जुड़ े मौͧलक ल¢णɉ व कौशलɉ को दशा[ने व 
अͧभåयÈत करने का एक माÚयम बनती है। ͪवƣीय सा¢रता, सचूना सा¢रता, ͧमͫडया 
सा¢रता और इसी ĤͩĐया के कड़ी के तौर पर हम भौगोͧलक सा¢रता कȧ सकंãपना को देख 
सकते हɇ। गुड़चाãड ने नए शैͯ¢क आवæयकताओं और बदलत े पǐरǺæय मɅ अपने आपको 
Ïयादा सजग व संवेदनशील बनाने कȧ आवæयकता कȧ पूǓत [ को Úयान मɅ रखकर पारंपǐरक 
तीन आर (ज◌्ीतमम ×श◌्)े पढ़ना, लेखन और अंक गͨणत संबंधी £ान के दायरे को अͬधक 
ͪवèततृ कर इसमɅ चौथे आर (त)् के Ǿप मɅ भौगोͧलक सा¢रता को जोड़ने का Ĥèताव रखा। 
भौगोͧलक सा¢रता Ǻिçटकोण, £ान, कौशल, रवयेै कȧ एक åयापक और åयविèथत मानस कȧ 
èवाभाͪवक ĤǓतͩĐया है। इसका उपयोग भौगोͧलक ͬचतंन (िजयो- थींͩ कंग) के Ǿप मɅ Ĥèततु 
होता है जो èथानीय और Ĥासंͬगक Ǿप से समèयाओ ंका हल ढँूढने कȧ एक ͪवͧशçट ĤͩĐया 
के Ǿप मɅ है। भौगोͧलक सा¢रता के घटक èथाǓनक ĤͩĐयाओं और संबंͬधत कौषलɉ को 



 
 

दशा[ते हɇ◌।ं Ĥèतुत शोध उपरोÈत पçृठभूͧम मɅ èकूलȣ ͪवɮयाͬथ[यɉ मɅ भूगोल कȧ ͧश¢ा के 
संदभ[ मɅ भौगोͧलक सा¢रता के ͪवकास, इसके अवयवɉ, Ǔनमा[ण और ǓनǑहताथ[ का अÚययन 
करता है। भौगोͧलक सा¢रता कȧ Ĥभावशीलता का पता लगाने के ͧलये पायलट परȣ¢ण 
ͩकया गया त×पæचात इस अÚययन मɅ आकंड़ɉ के सĒंहण के ͧलए Ĥæनावलȣ , थीम आधाǐरत 
समूह चचा[, सा¢ा×कार और ͪवɮयाͬथ[यɉ के ɮवारा बनाये गये मानͧसक ͬचğ का उपयोग 
ͩकया गया । इस अÚययन मɅ ǒबहार राÏय मɅ अविèथत कहलगांव ¢ğे के èकूलȣ 
ͪवɮयाͬथ[यɉ और ͧश¢कɉ को शाͧमल ͩकया गया। Ĥèतुत शोध इन चयǓनत ĤǓतभाͬगयɉ के 
माÚयम से èकूलȣ ͧश¢ा के सÛदभ[ मɅ भौगोͧलक सा¢रता और इसके शैͯ¢क संदभɟ को 
समझने का एक Ĥसास है। 
  

fo"k; lwph  
 

1- 'kks/k ifjp; % i`"BHkwfe vkSj izklafxdrk 2- lEcfU/kr lkfgR; dh leh{kk 3- 'kks/k iz'u] dk;Z 
iz.kkyh vkSj 'kks/k dh :i js[kk 4- dgyxk¡o % {ks= ifjp; 5- vkadMksa dk izLrrhdj.k 6- fu"d"kZ 
vkSj mlds 'kSf{kd fufgrkFkZA ifjf'k"VA lanHkZ xzaFk lwphA  
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This study explored teachers' beliefs and practices of reading in two languages in secondary 
grades in government schools--Hindi as L1 and English as L2. The focus was on teachers' 
perceptions and practices regarding various dimensions of reading including reading 
processes and pedagogy. It also compared teachers' beliefs and practices across the 
languages. In the Indian context, reading in two languages is a requirement of the school 
curricula especially in secondary grades. However, reading problems are not addressed in 
these grades as learning to readies associated with primary grades. Because of this, 
students do not become readers even after spending ten years in schools. Since teachers 
influence and regulate classroom instructions and processes, it is important to understand 
their perceptions about reading processes. Hence, this study focused on teachers' 
perception and practices of reading in two different languages in secondary grades in 
government schools. The study is a qualitative investigation in government schools in a non-
industrial town in Jharkhand. It covers language teaching in secondary grades--ten teachers 
of English language and ten teachers of Hindi language. The study used observation and 
semi-structured interviews to collect data. The findings show that perceptions about reading 
in both the languages were mostly parallel. For example, teachers of both languages 
thought that reading primarily meant correct articulation with right pronunciation, rhythm and 
fluency. Therefore, they did not focus on reading comprehension. However, in English 
language reading sentence structure with wider vocabulary were seen as prerequisites of 
reading. Unlike English language reading; reading in Hindi as L1 did not focus on the 
structure and form of the language because students already had exposure to Hindi in its 
oral and print form. 
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The present research was undertaken to examine children’s experiences, notions and 
constructs on specific dimensions of diversity, discrimination and social justice. The specific 
dimensions under investigation were: gender, socio-economic class, caste, religion and 
disability. Theoretical perspectives of developmental psychology, social constructivism, 
critical developmental psychology, new social studies of childhood and the more recent 
perspective on multiple childhoods were drawn upon to locate the enquiry in a theoretical 
frame; and to conceptualize the research process, objectives and approach of the study. A 
variety of participatory research methods were designed to gather data with children of 
different age-groups and for the purposes of triangulation. Clear developmental patterns in 
children’s responses on the constructs of gender, socio-economic class, caste, religion and 
disability were observed. As children mature developmentally, they appear to articulate 
perspectives that are empathetic and inclusive. Many senior secondary children attempt to 
relate specific instances of discrimination to the larger goals of developing a democratic, 
egalitarian and just society. Diversity for several of these children is a passive acceptance of 
difference, even where difference is used to justify hierarchy in society. The study highlights 
that children develop a basic understanding of social justice in a nuanced manner – one that 
is determined by their personal experiences and the influence of significant members in 
society. Even though children’s notions of gender, caste, class, religion and disability reflect 
a developmental trend from a circumscribed perspective to a more inclusive perspective; 
there is nothing ‘natural’ or ‘universal’ about these developmental patterns. The study poses 
the argument that research into children’s social constructs can provide a critical reference 
point and frame, to challenge mainstream psychological explanations that rest on 
‘universality’ and ‘naturalness’ of their development. 
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This study is a phenomenological study that aims to understand students’ Engagement with 
mathematics when storytelling was used as a pedagogic resource. ‘Engagement’ can be 



 
 

defined as a ‘multidimensional construct’ where the term represents learning situations that 
involve three important aspects: motivational, cognitive, and emotional (Fredricks et 
al.,2004). This study has looked at these three constructs of engagement in formal school 
setting using Epic story model of storytelling. In this model a story lasts many days and is 
narrated to students in small episodes and mathematical content is embedded into story 
situations. Purposive sampling was used to select Grades II, IV and VI as sample groups. At 
the time of the study these grades were being taught by three B.El.Ed pre-service teachers. 
Data pertaining to the phenomenon has been collected from multiple sources such as 
classroom observations which comprised of students’ verbal responses and written work, 
teachers’ interviews, video recordings of the classrooms and teachers’ reflective journals. 
Data has been analysed through a five step data explication process given by Hycner 
(1999).Students’ Motivational Engagement with mathematics has been understood through 
four indicators of motivated behaviour given by Maehr & Archer(1985), Direction, 
Persistence, Continuing motivation and Performance. Students’ Emotional Engagement with 
mathematics has been understood through acts of the students that comprised of their 
feelings, suggestions, judgements, opinions, curiosities, desires and tendencies to act on 
them during storytelling. These acts indicated that students were ‘living the story’ with the 
characters. Students’ Cognitive Engagement with mathematics has been understood 
through: Author/ity (Povey, 1997), Conceptual agency (Pickering, 1995), Conceptual 
understanding (National Research Council, 2011).Findings indicate that Engagement with 
mathematics using storytelling as a pedagogic resources contributed to creating a classroom 
ethos where students had ‘love of challenge for mathematics’ and the agency and 
author/ship that they developed were steering them towards ‘self-empowerment’. 
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Deafness can be seen through various perspectives which are associated with the ideologies 
and philosophy of education and communication choices of a deaf person. The perspective 
through which a deaf person is seen shapes her/his identity. From the medical perspective, 
deafness is perceived as the loss of hearing which requires treatment while the social 
perspective of deafness focuses on the barriers in the society that create obstacles in the 
lives of deaf people restricting them from full participation in the society. On the other hand, 
deaf people view themselves as cultural minority that have their own language and cultural 
norms associated with it. The deaf identity is a concept that has emerged from the cultural 
perspective of deafness. The present study is a qualitative one that entails an exploration of 
the process of identity formation in fourteen prelingually severe to profound deaf adults. It 
attempts to give voice to deaf people so as to illuminate their way of life and struggles in 
negotiating their identity. Further, perceptions of parents of deaf participants, teachers of 
special and regular schools, Non-Governmental Organisations (NGO’s) and employers of 
companies hiring deaf people about deaf people and their inclusion have been analysed in 
the study sketching a macro level picture of the life experiences of the deaf adults. The 
findings of the study suggest that family interactions, school experiences, exposure to deaf 
peers and deaf role models, associations with NGO’s and other organisations working for 
deaf and socialisation with hearing people play an important role in the process of identity 



 
 

formation among deaf people. Sign language has emerged as central to forming a collective 
identity among the deaf participants. The findings have implications for parents of deaf 
children, teachers, researchers, organisations working for deaf people and policymakers for 
shaping positive identity among deaf people. 
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Mathematics education researchers have expounded on the importance of mathematics in 
everyone’s lives - from ‘living efficiently in an increasingly technological world’ (Oakes, 1990) 
to raising ‘critical consciousness’ necessary to achieve social justice (Gutstein, 2003). 
However, consistently reported poor achievement, higher dropouts, and a strong dislike of the 
subject have been matters of critical concern among researchers, educators, and scholars 
worldwide. The issue becomes all the more significant with an ever expanding need and 
demand of ensuring quality ‘Mathematics for All’. This thesis investigates the practices of 
classroom assessment and how these could be designed to contribute towards achieving the 
aim. The study takes the framework of design research and consists of three phases – 
observation and analytic phase, developing culturally responsive assessment, and 
retrospective analysis. For the first phase, through purposive sampling three schools were 
identified which seemed to offer possibilities of observing a range of assessment practices. 
Classroom teaching learning processes and the planning, conduct and tool of written 
examinations were observed and analysed. This helped to delineate the processes used for 
assessing learners and domain specific aspects of mathematics learning. Drawing from those 
findings and theoretical inputs, the second phase of the study, that is development of 
culturally responsive assessment was undertaken. The process of designing this assessment 
was iterative. Students’ interests, curiosities and hunches were used to design conceptually 
challenging tasks and projects from the specific domain of data handling, for example, 
investigating the Mid- Day Meal programme of school, analysing disparities in wages etc. The 
third phase of the study analyses and reflects on students work – the success stories and the 
challenges - and further suggests ways to incorporate such culturally responsive assessment 
practices in classrooms. It also discusses the implications of engaging with such practices in 
programmes of teacher education and other curricular initiatives for teachers. 
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