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Abstract 
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Panchayati Raj, the institution of grass root democracy has the objective that those who are 
marginalized and exploited get a voice in the rule at the grass root level and participate in the 
governance process of the issues that affect them directly as part of daily lives. Community 
Participation has been considered as the pre condition for success of Panchayati Raj. The 73 
amendment to Constitution of India in 1992 elaborated provisions for ensuring people’s participation 
in Panchayati Raj Institution considering it the base on which the future of rural development of India 
will be created. Community Participation, a precondition of developmental process, is a complex 
phenomenon where in the socio-political-economic context and dynamism within determines the 
participation practice of individuals and collectives of Individuals.  In Panchayati Raj Institutions, the 
participation of people is of utmost importance to ensure that its institutions functions in direction of 
achieving the goals of rural development of India. The complexity of the Indian Village, its various 
social institutions, economic conditions and political scenario affects the Community Participation a 
complex phenomenon. The impact of context and dynamics on community participation is immense. 
The role of Community Participation becomes far more important in the areas which are resource 
scarce. The areas which lack natural resources require more collective efforts to overcome the 
challenges and hardships posed by natural environment. The present study draws its relevance from 
the fact that the study attempts to analyze the totality of participation practices of community and its 
various sub groups in Panchayati Raj Institutions and management of Common Property Resources. 
The lapse of two decades provided sufficient time to PRI in showing its true potential for rural 
development through people’s participation. 
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Husband-participation in maternal healthcare is directly related to healthier mothers and their newborn 
child. The study was conducted with the objectives to look into couple’s views on husband-
participation in maternal healthcare in rural areas and slums of Delhi. The study conducted in slums 
(JJ camp Rakhi market, Zakhir and Navjeevan and Nehru camp, Govindpuri, Kalkaji) and rural areas 
(Holmabi Kalan and Dichaon Kalan) of Delhi. Quantitative and qualitative approaches were used. Total 
sample size was 320 (80 couples from slums; 80 couples from rural areas). Interviews schedules were 
prepared for both couples. A scale was prepared for measuring perception on husband support on 
maternal healthcare. The study looked into various dimensions related to husband-participation in 
maternal healthcare such as perception on husband support, couple communication, physical support, 
economic support, informational support and decision-making related to household and maternal 
healthcare. Findings show that various intra and extra familial factors affect use of maternal healthcare 
services. Couple’s perception on husband support on maternal healthcare also influences the 
husband-participation in maternal healthcare. Couple communication related to maternal healthcare 
and family planning has direct bearing on husband participation. Physical support and husband-
participation in maternal healthcare is more likely to increase proper utilization of maternal healthcare 
services by women. Better couple communication more frequently lead to adoption of family planning 
methods among them.  Educational status of couples play significant role in promoting husband-
participation in maternal healthcare and more couple communication related to maternal healthcare. 
Husband-participation in maternal healthcare has strong correlation with on-time motor development of 
the child. Rural women have more effectively used maternal healthcare services as compared to 
women belonging to slums. Husband participation is helpful in preventing various pregnancy, delivery 
and after child birth related complication among  mothers and their child. 
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Democracy is not just a form of governance but more importantly a way of living. However, 
human evolution based on ‘survival of the fittest’ makes it a fragile virtue to sustain. The current 
study tries to appreciate, acknowledge and strengthen the basics of democracy in most nascent 
yet original of its forms i.e. panchayats in the land of world’s oldest republics- Lichhavi and 
Shakya gantantras -in the region that today constitutes the state of Bihar. The study places a 
deliberate focus on the Panchayati Raj because this level represents a true democratic space 
where the concerns of the community can be raised and addressed directly.  The study sets its 
context in Women’s 50% quota in Panchayati Raj Institutions of Bihar beginning since 2006 which 
has been marked by many of the Social Scientists as the largest experiment in governance in the 
history of humanity due to the sheer scale to which it has effected women’s entry to the corridors 
of formal power (13.42 lakh, Ministry of Panchayati Raj, Government of India, 2011).  Based on 
the empirical evidence gathered through Qualitative methods viz. In-depth Interviews of Elected 
Women Representatives, Focus Group Discussions, Observation of PRI meetings and semi 
structured interviews with PRI officials, NGOs and Community members from eight districts 
located across five different zones namely North, South, East, West and Center of Bihar, this 
study provides an opportunity to systematically assess, the extent to which reservation of seats 
for women in local bodies has contributed, not merely in terms of increased number of women 
entering the public arena and holding public office, but also in terms of the social, economic and 
political impact that these reservations have had for the total system. It also puts forth mplications 
for future research and practice in the field. 
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