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Abstract 

 
This project involves a translation into English of Namwar Singh’s Doosari Parampara ki 
Khoj (1982), a seminal text in Hindi literary critical tradition. In my introduction to the 
translation of Singh’s text, apart from outlining its contemporary relevance I also attempt 
to situate the text in the history of Hindi literary criticism.  My introduction discusses the 
importance of translation in literary studies, highlighting especially its commercial 
value.  It analyzes the different approaches employed by Indian translators when 
compared with their western counterparts. The act of translation enables the translator 
to present ideas emerging from a specific literary culture to a wider readership. I have 
also discussed some of the difficulties I faced during the translation of Doosri Parampara 
ki Khoj. As this critical work makes use of a highly Sanskritised version of Hindi, there 
are many expressions for which English equivalents are difficult to find — words like 
Sookshmaved, Samved and Tantravad, for instance. That apart, many shlokas from 
Sanskrit remain unexplained in the text as do some poetry from Avadhi language, and 
translating those proved particularly difficult, and I have made extensive use of footnotes 
to explain those. In order to situate Namwar Singh in the broader Hindi literary critical 
tradition, I discuss the life and works of Hajari Prasad Dvivedi and Ram Chandra Shukla, 
because the early tradition of Hindi literary criticism revolves around these two pioneers.  
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1. Introduction 2. Orlando Furioso and unstable identity 3. Time, structure, and 
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Abstract 
 

This thesis attempts to write a history of early Malayalam novels by placing them in the 
context of their emergence: the last decades of the nineteenth century in Kerala. By this 
time a strong print culture had come into existence in Kerala with distinctive features 
which differentiated it from the way it was at the time of its inception in the first half of 
the nineteenth century, as well as from the shape it was to assume in twentieth century. 
This distinctiveness of the Malayalam print sphere of the last decades of the nineteenth 
century in Kerala can be understood in terms of the amorphousness of the genres that 
came to be written and printed during this period, which included historiographical 
accounts, essays, and literary forms like the novel and the short story. This thesis 
systematically develops a method to write a history of the early Malayalam novel in a 
new way by seeing it in relation to this specific character of the print world of the 
nineteenth century.  
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bibliography. 

 


