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MUSIC AND FINE ARTS
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Abstract

Violin family belongs to the most important category of
instruments 'chordophones' played with bow and in the inverted
style. It emerged almost at the same time around the earlier
part of the 16" century, and lived side by side with the viols in
rivalry till the latter were ousted by the first. The viol family
was only superficially similar to the violin family, unrelated in
construction, the latter being the brighter one, and having
potential for fast and more accurate playing, suited more for
the newer requirements of music. Violin though is the small-
est member of its family but it is most popular, has emerged as
an instrument which has multiple uses and created a space for
itself, and has earned the honour of being a very respectable
instrument becauses of its own qualities. Violin gradually not
only made certain instruments like the rebec and the lira da
bracio obsolete, but there but there was a tough competition
between violin and viola, though both belong to the same
family. Eighteenth century saw not only technical developments
in this instrument, but a near revolution was brought about by
the introduction of Tourte bow in the year 1785. By now violin
had been established as the 'King of instruments'.
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